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help disperse crowds. Indeed if co-operating and non-co-operat-
ing Parsis had not helped, it would have been impossible to restore
peace. At the peace breakfast it was Mr. H. P. Modi who claimed
the credit for the citizens. Though Mr. Purushottamdas admin-
istered a polite rebuke to the non-co-operators for the previous
excitement, he did not disclaim the credit for the establishment
of peace on behalf of the citizens. Mr. Natarajan too gave un-
stinted praise to those who had brought about the much-desired
peace, Mr. K. T. Paul and Mr. Douglas did no less. Mr. Vima-
dalal in proposing thanks specially mentioned Mian Chhotani.
As to taking sides, whilst the police failed to protect the Parsis,
many of the latter admitted to me that they looked on whilst
Parsi hooligans were dealing destruction. But I do not wish to
labour this point. I have no desire to blame individual members
of the police or military. I hope one day to bring them over to the
side of truth and innocence. Most are Indians, and I certainly
do not despair of Englishmen too responding in the end if only
non-co-operators will be true to their creed of non-violence. Credit
may however be given for the forbearance of the police and the
military in that they did not wantonly take life, they did not at-
tempt terrorism. Let me close this chapter by instancing Malabar
and Madras. Because the people are not permitted to work, the
Malabar trouble is still going on; because people did not or could
not work, murder in the strike area in Madras was rampant for
close on two months. The Government of Bombay may, if they
choose, claim the credit for refraining from interference with the
the people who were trying to restore peace.
WHO WAS AT THE BOTTOM?
People were not wanting who persisted in saying that the
whole trouble was engineered and kept up by the secret police.
Throughout the six years I have been in India, I have been
hearing such charges against the G.I.D. I have myself received the
attentions of that body. But I am unable to subscribe to the wild
rumours that are set afloat about it. I admit that it is corrupt,
that many charges can be borne out, but there is much exaggeration
in them. It would be terrible if they were all true. And it would
be proof of our rank cowardice. Many things imputed to the
department are possible only among the people bereft of per-
sonal bravery and self-respect. During the Bombay disturbances,
responsible men credited the secret police with having set afloat
all the rumours about assault on Mrs. Naidu, myself and others,
about damage to mosques and churches, etc. The C.I.D. was re-